Minerals: The Materials of Earth

Name _______________________________________

1. One more time, what are the characteristics of a mineral?
A)

B)

D)

E)

C)

2. Describe 4 specific ways you life would be different w/o extracting minerals? (“Life be real hard.” is not good. Be specific.)
A)

B)

C)

D)

3. Could you make glass in your kitchen? Why or why not?

(Note - The mineral count in this film is pretty low - only 2000+. We now know of over 4,000. Early Earth had maybe 20.)
4. Hardness - Which is harder, quartz or calcite? _____________________________________
5. Acid Test - The _____________________________________________ family of minerals reacts with HCl (hydrochloric acid)?
6. Which is more lustrous, muscovite mica or feldspar? Explain.

7. Two minerals that have metallic luster are…
A)

B)

8. The streak of hematite is _______________________ while the streak of galena is _____________________________ .
The part about x-rays is long, but significant. Love the old-school computers.
9. What are two things that the x-ray crystallography found out?
A)

B)

10. What weird fact do diamonds and graphite share?

11. Why do diamond and graphite become different minerals if your answer to #10 is so?

12. Why is hydrothermal action important for humans as far as minerals?

13. Sponges and corals make their bodies from the mineral __________________________________________ .
14. The most abundant family of minerals are the _________________________________________ .
15. Why is the element silicon especially important for techno-nerds?
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Print the following paper, watch the video, & write your answers to each question. View the video by clicking on the link above.
Once on The Earth Revealed site, scroll down, scroll down… until you see the film we want: Minerals: The Materials of Earth. To
the right of this film is a small VoD (Video on Demand) icon. Click that icon for our film. A small window should open up….
sometimes slowly. If not, repeat the process. Watch the film in the new window.
http://www.learner.org/resources/series78.html

