
HUDSON BAY COMPANY TRAPPER DATA  Name __________________ GLG 111 AM/PM 

YEAR   SNOWSHOE HARE*  LYNX*       *THOUSANDS OF PELTS  
1875   102    39  
1877    84    48 
1879    10    48 
1881     8    22 
1883    50    42 
1885   133    78 
1887   116    60 
1889    15    28 
1891    32    15 
1893    72    45 
1895    86    50   
1897    34    39 
1899     2    10 
1901     6    12 
1903    70    43 
1905    52    62 
1907    25     3 
1909    39    12 
1911    50    20 
1913    48    42 
1915    24    39 
           Lepus americanis Lynx canadensis 

Questions 

1. The peaks in the snowshoe hare population are about _____ years apart. 
  

2. The peaks in the lynx population are about _____ years apart.  



3. Do the peaks in the lynx population occur before, after, or coincident with the peaks 
in the snowshoe hare population? (CIRCLE ONE) 

 
4. Which has more pelts brought in, the lynx or snowshoe hare? (CIRCLE ONE) 
 
5. Why might this be the case?   Why not the opposite? 
 

 
6. What in your graph suggests that the lynx and hare are “connected to each other.”? 

7 Which animal, the hare or lynx, is the predator? (CIRCLE ONE)  Explain.      

8. Which animal, the hare or lynx, is the prey? (CIRCLE ONE) Explain. 

9. Are the predators controlling the prey population or are the prey controlling 
predators?  Explain. 

10. Predict what would happen initially to the predator population if the prey population 
were to  increase suddenly?  Explain why. 

11. What then would happen longer term? 

12. Predict what would happen initially to the prey population if the predator population 
were to increase suddenly?  Explain why. 

13. What then would happen longer term?  

14. Describe the general relationship that seems to exist between the prey population and 
the predator population over time. 

15. What is general trend is happening to the numbers of animals caught?  

16. Why might this be happening? 

17. Does this concern you?  _____  Why? 

18. The lynx causes a change in the snowshoe hare population.  Name two other limiting 
factors that may also cause a change. 

19. Describe another such relationship that you can think of.  


